
Events 

Sept 21 Fun Run & Carnival  

Oct 15 Restaurant Night at 

Pei Wei 

Nov 7 UPark Open House 

Nov 13 Multicultural Night 

Nov 24-28 Thanksgiving 

Break 

Dec 15 School Choice Round 
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Dec 22-Jan 5 Winter Break 

Principalôs Corner 
I am thrilled to be the new Principal at University Park! I taught in the Chicago 

Public Schools for twelve years in1st - 8th grades and was an Assistant Principal for 

the past seven years in both the Chicago Public School system and here in DPS. I 

was born and raised right here in Colorado and am very happy to be home. My 

vision for the future of UPark is to become the #1 school in Denver Public Schools. 

We are currently ranked in the top 10% of all DPS schools and have set our goal 

at #1 in student growth and achievement. We need your help. Please visit our 

website at www.uparkelementary.org for more information on how to get engaged 

in UPark. I look forward to working with our community in the near future. Please 

donôt hesitate to call or email me with any questions. 

Thank you, 

Grant Varveris  Grant_varveris@dpsk12.org 

FALL 2014 

Principal Varveris 

Fun Run and Carnival 
The University Park Elementary School will hold its 9th annual FUN RUN and CAR-

NIVAL on September 21st.   

The one mile run/walk will start at 11:30 am with the participants running around 

Observatory Park.  (Please be advised that some streets around the southern part of 

the park will be closed  while this is taking place.)   

Immediately following the run, the CARNIVAL will start on the blacktop and play-

ground of the school.  We will have games, bouncy castles, hamster balls, 

face painting, a balloon artist, prizes, food and FUN!  Cost is $15 for the run and $10 

for an all inclusive wristband with unlimited access to the activities.  We will also have 

some food vendors.   

This is a community event and lots of fun for everyone!  We look forward to seeing 

our neighbors there.   

2015 UPark Home Tour: Save the date for May 3, 2015. Would you like your home on the tour or to advertise your  

business to our patrons? Contact us at uparkhometour@gmail.com.  

http://www.uparkelementary.org/
mailto:Grant_varveris@dpsk12.org


Alexis Matter, Paraprofessional and Site Assessment Leader 

I always loved working with children and seeing the way they light up when they learn something that sparks their interest. 

Working in an educational setting allows me to be a part of the development of students and help positively impact the com-

munity of Denver that I so love! I love the supportive community at University Park. The teachers and staff are fantastic and 

the students have been so fun to work with.  

Jessica McSparran, Kindergarten Para 

This is my 10th year working in Colorado public schools. I have always loved working with kids and have loved every minute 

of those 10 years! I chose to join the University Park team this year because of the great community it provides, and be-

cause of the support I receive as a teacher in training.  

Pablo Rivera, Art Teacher 

I chose to become a teacher because I am interested in supporting the creative process as a way to develop life-long learn-

ers. I feel very fortunate to be at UPark as my first official teaching position. The children have been wonderful and show a 

genuine enthusiasm for learning and creating. The staff and parents have also showed tremendous support for the students 

and each other.  

Sarah Nakashima, Librarian 

I originally went to the Colorado Institute of Art for Fashion Marketing/Design. I returned to school to get my degree in Hu-

man Development and Elementary Education from Metropolitan State University of Denver. I love how the entire community 

at UPark is so welcoming and wonderful! I knew this is the place where I belonged!  

Tracy Hartin, PE Teacher 

The teaching profession is in my blood.  I am the product of a long line of teachers.  I started teaching swimming lessons 

when I was in high school and never stopped.  I really enjoy spending my day moving and playing with the kids and I am 

really excited to join the UPark team.  I have heard over and over again how wonderful and caring the students are.  I have 

also heard that the parent and community support is amazing.   

 

Distinguished! 
University Park Elementary Schoolôs 

rich mix of ethnically diverse students 

and high marks on the Colorado 

TCAP distinguishes us from neighbor-

ing schools lacking such diversity. 

Children hail from more than a dozen 

countries around the globe!  

UPark is one of only eight elementary 

schools in the Denver Public School 

system currently recognized 

as Distinguished, and we continue to 

meet this benchmark on the DPS 

School Performance Framework.  

Allie McMahon, 5th Grade Teacher 

I became a teacher because I have a love of children. Last year I completed my teacher 

education program through the University of Denver and was lucky enough to have been 

placed at University Park. I fell in love with the school, staff, students, and community. 

When a position opened up in the spring, I knew it was the right fit for me.  
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New   
Faces at 
UPark 

 

Clockwise from left: Allie 
McMahon, Alexis Matter, 
Jessica McSparran, Pablo 
Rivera, Sarah Nakashima 
and Tracy Hartin. 

http://spf.dpsk12.org/documents/current/284%20-%20Stoplight%20Scorecard.pdf


Community 
Our community is strongest 
when we work together. 

Since 1893, University Park 

Elementary has been an     

integral part of the surrounding 

community. Although the 

neighborhood continues to 

change and grow, the school 

remains central, holding meet-

ings, events, and offering a 

wonderful place for our children 

to learn. As a public school we 

offer many programs beyond 

what is required by the district, 

but to maintain them we need 

to raise additional funds. 

Apple Campaign 

The simplest and most direct 

way to support UPark is to do-

nate directly to our Apple Cam-

paign. All donations are tax 

deductible. Checks may be 

mailed to the school or dropped 

off in the front office made out 

to the UPark PTA and desig-

nated for the Apple Campaign. 

Contributions may also be 

made online at uparkelemen-

tary.org. 

Grocery Cards 

King Soopers re-loadable gro-

cery cards are available FREE 

to anyone wanting to support 

our school. Load them directly 

at the store then use the card 

to pay for your purchases.  

UPark earns 5% of the money 

you spend on groceries. In the 

past this program raised nearly 

$10,000 in one year! 

Restaurant Night 

Once a month during the 

school year, UPark teams with 

a local restaurant to raise mon-

ey for our wonderful band pro-

gram.  

School Entrance 
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Investing in the Future 
The 2013-2014 school year was a fantastic one for University Park Elementary! 

Through the support of the PTA, DPS, and various grants, UPark was able to provide 

full-time teachers for the technology lab, the library, and paraprofessional support. We 

have provided educational equipment, invested in programs that support our teachers 

with their instruction, and contributed to upgrades in the physical building.  

Building upgrades 
Brand new carpet and furniture were installed in the library. Each classroom was given 

funds for educational materials and furnishings (such as new cubbies, books, and 

rugs). In addition, a new high-temperature, low-chemical dishwasher was installed in 

the lunch room, This allowed UPark to stop using disposable trays and utensils, cut 

down on waste, and make us more ñgreenò. 

Thank 
you! 

A big thank you to Lori 

Marks-Connors, Scy 

Caroselli, and Grant 

Varveris for painting the 

wonderful owl on the 

front steps of the     

building. Its friendly face 

welcomes students, 

teachers, parents, and 

visitors each day. 

Teacher training 
Teacher training for two new instructional 

programs was providedðThinking Maps, a 

graphic organizer for studentsô thoughts to 

assist their writing, and Orton Gillingham, a 

program that incorporates auditory, kines-

thetic, and visual strategies to help support 

the Common Core State Standards in read-

ing, spelling, and writing for K-2 students. 

Two new paraprofessionals were also hired 

for 1st and 2nd grades. They ñfloatò between 

classrooms to assist teachers with small 

group and one-on-one instruction.  



 

 

New Promethean Board and Chrome Books 

Neighborhood 
Center 

University Park and the Department 

of Extended Learning are proud to 

offer after-school enrichment classes, 

which enable students to learn and 

grow beyond the hours of the school 

day. We provide a safe and super-

vised environment, which will provide 

fun opportunities to learn new skills. 

We reach out to the school and com-

munity to identify programs that are 

important and offer them as free or 

paid. 

Programs include science, culinary 

arts, engineering, Legos, creative 

writing, computer science, sports, 

martial arts, and theatre.  

These free programs are made possi-

ble by generous donations from a 

member of our community and the 

Denver Public Schools Foundation. 

Contact Us 

To get your King Soopers cards, make a donation, or for more information email                      
uparkpta@gmail.com, go to www.uparkelementary.org or like us on Facebook UPark PTA.  
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Janus Technology Grant 
In spring of 2013, 5th grade teacher Anna Kwan spearheaded an effort to apply 

for a Janus Blended Learning Grant. UPark was awarded the grant which gave 

$60,000 to our school to put towards our technology program (hardware, soft-

ware and teacher professional development). This past summer, UPark was 

awarded the grant for a second year in a row, bringing the total grant to over 

$100,000. 

In addition to monetary support, mentors from the Janus Blended Learning 

office work with UPark staff to ensure technology is being used purposefully 

with their students.  In addition to coaching and training, uses of funds will in-

clude: 

¶ Grades K - 1 will have approximately one iPad per every two children. 

¶ Grade 2 will have a mix of iPads and Chromebooks with approximately a 

1:2 ratio of iPad/child 

¶ Grades 3 - 5 will have a Chromebook for each child. 

¶ All specials, special education, ESL, gifted/talented and intervention will 

have new hardware for both students and staff to utilize. 

¶ Additional staff professional development continues. 

University Park Elementary staff is also committed to increasing parental 

awareness of blended learning and of the technology happenings at the 

school.  If you have any questions, please contact UPark technology teacher 

Mary Foster at Mary_Foster@dpsk12.org and visit the Janus Blended Learning 

website at: blendedlearning.dpsk12.org. 

mailto:uparkpta@gmail.com
mailto:Mary_Foster@dpsk12.org
http://blendedlearning.dpsk12.org/

